
More than a year on since two 
ex-tropical cyclones hit the West 
Coast, rock stabilisation work 
continues. 

In February 2018 ex-tropical 
cyclones Fehi and Gita hit the 
coast, bringing strong winds 
and causing significant damage 
to popular tourist spot Dolomite 
Point, near Punakaiki. 
 
In July our crew, along with 
MBD Contracting Limited, were 
selected to lead the remedial 

works with assistance from other 
transport operators and sub-
contractors. The work was an 
$8.5 million variation on the West 
Coast NOC contract. 
 
Following nine months of single-
lane traffic, the road was fully 
reopened to traffic in November 
2018, in time for the busy summer 
holiday period.  

Whilst the majority of the project 
has been completed, work 
continues on the final rock 

stabilisation and vegetation 
programme. To date 38,000 
tonnes of rock has been carted 
to site with the largest rock 
weighing in at 16 tonne. It’s a 
decent journey as well with 
12 trucks collectively travelling 
37,000km a week carting high-
quality granite rock from 
the inland quarry to the work site! 

Repair work is due for completion 
in April/May.  
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Christchurch Southern 
Motorway Project
The Christchurch Southern Motorway project 
has been in the planning for quite some time, 
in fact, planning began decades ago! There 
is evidence of the original schemes being 
mooted and discussed in the 1960’s and the 
1970’s. That is 50-60 years ago. There must 
have been some foresight back then as to 
where the growth of Christchurch would be 
heading. Perhaps Norman Kirk was right when 
he referred to Rolleston as a “city of the future”, 
it certainly is one safe from tsunami threats. 

The first part of the motorway, between 
Curletts Road and Barrington Street, was built 
in the 1980’s. The next part of the Southern 
Motorway project, was nearing completion 
of design when the Roads of National 
Significance (RoNS) programme and the 
economic stimulus package (in response to 
the Global Financial Crisis) came out in 2009. It 
was in 2009 that the whole Christchurch RoNS 
package was approved, that is the Southern, 
Western and Northern corridors. he Christchurch 
Southern Motorway Stage 1 (CSM1) was the 
first project to go to construction in 2010.

Southern Motorway Stage 2 (CSM2) 
designation and consenting went through the 

Environmental Protection Agency process. The 
application was lodged in November 2012 
and publicly notified in February 2013 with the 
hearing being held in mid 2013 and a final 
decision to proceed made in November 2013.

As you can tell by these timeframes the 
planning of the Christchurch Southern 
Motorway has been mooted since the 1960’s 
and has taken quite some time to get to a 
point where the whole project is nearing 
completion. In fact, it is almost close to 60 
years since the discussion of these motorways 
was first announced. It shows that the 
processes in consenting these motorways is 
robust and certainly takes quite some time 
to reach the point where the first stages of 
construction start to take place. 

The CSM2 is nearing the final stages of 
completion with just over 12 months until it 
should be fully up and running completely.

Now in its third year of construction, the CSM2 
project is building up for the final push. With 
nearly 300 people working on the site, the 
project is nearly two-thirds complete. Extensive 
earthworks, utility relocations and drainage 
across the entire 14.5 km CSM2 alignment have 
made way for all aspects of the project to take 
form. Large stretches of the alignment have 
been formed, sealed and landscaped. 

Main South Road (SH1) was switched on to 
the new northbound lanes. Widening SH1 to 
two lanes in each direction while maintaining 
traffic flow has been a large and complex 
operation. This switch allowed construction of 
the southbound lanes to commence.  

For further overviews of what is happening 
keep an eye out for the regular drone flyovers 
which document the progress being made by 
the Downer McConnell Dowell construction 
team on the CSM2 project.

These are available for viewing on this site 
nzta.govt.nz/projects/christchurch-motorways/
christchurch-southern-corridor/christchurch-
southern-motorway-stage-2/videos/

Traffic management and keeping safe
There are always distractions and things to 
see around a work site as we travel along our 
motorways and roadways. 

Traffic management signage is aimed to 
be very visible to protect workers, cyclists, 
pedestrians, and motorists from hazards 
associated with the work being undertaken 
as the motorway is built . Signage is crucial 
especially where changes in speed are 
needed, changes are being made to 
traffic routes, and to indicate safe paths for 
pedestrians and cyclists.
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While no doubt it is tempting to look at the 
activity that is going on around the project, 
between negotiating the road, adhering to 
the signage and navigating road changes, full 
concentration is definitely needed.
When you are driving in these areas please be 
aware that safety is the project team’s number 
one priority, on site at all times, to not only keep 
the ground crews safe, but also road users. 

Sequencing
The work on this project is deliberately staged 
and sequenced. This means that while some 
parts may look complete, for example the 
bridges, the connecting roads are still being 
finalised.

Environmental 
Have you ever wondered what happens to 
trees that are removed to make way for the 
new motorway alignment? As part of NZTA’s 
sustainability profile, the trees are chipped 
and the mulch from them is used across the 
project’s landscaping areas.

Landscaping on the project occurs yearly 
between April and October. Areas are prepared 
prior to planting. Embankments have mulch 
added and are planted with low maintenance 
species suitable for the area. Swales alongside 
the new alignment will be grassed. 

Projected timeframes 2019-2020 
Christchurch Southern Motorway Stage 2 

Mid-late 2019
Full interchange with Weedons Road 
passing over SH1 Main South Road 
(grade-separated). This will allow full 
access to and from Weedon Road and 
Weedons Ross Road while allowing Main 
South Road to remain free-flowing.

Mid 2019
1. Weedons Road will be realigned at Levi 
Road with the priority changing at this 
intersection.  
2. Larcombs Road will become a cul-de-
sac at Main South Road. 

Late 2019
1. Burketts Road will be restricted to left 
turns in from Main South Road and left 
turns out to Main South Road. 
2. Robinsons Road will pass under Main 
South Road to remain connected with 
Curraghs Road. 
3. A new grade separated ‘Y’-Junction 
north of Robinsons Road will be 

included.
4. Waterholes Road now passes over the 
new motorway. A minor realignment of 
Waterholes Road and Hamptons Road 
has improved safety at this intersection.
5. A full grade-separated interchange at 
Shands Road (south of Marshs Road) will 
allow the new motorway to be free-
flowing well providing access to and from 
Shands Road via on and off-ramps 
6. A new walking and cycling path will 
connect the CSM1 shared use path with 
the Little River Rail Trail. 
7. On and off-ramps at Hallswell Junction 
Road will provide motorway access to 
and from the city for all vehicles. Halswell 
Junction Road and Springs Road will pass 
over the motorway. 

Early 2020
A new roundabout will be built at the 
Dawsons Road/Waterholes Road/Main 
South Road intersection.



Fulton Hogan crews are digging deep for the second phase of work 
taking place on Riccarton Road – wastewater replacement.
Over one thousand metres of wastewater pipes, between Harakeke 
Street and Matipo Street, need to be replaced, as the current 
almost century-old pipes, are nearing the end of their life. They 
carry a significant share of Christchurch’s total wastewater – about 
ten percent, and need to be in top condition to cope with this level 
of wastewater.

The pipe replacement is expected to take twelve months. The 
pipes lay at a depth of about four metres below the road surface, 
which meant that teams needed to dig into the road to a width of 
about 1.4 metres, to work as safely and efficiently as possible. 
Wastewater work started in April 2019 across three areas of the 
road. Crews were expected to move about one metre per day at 
each site. 

Work sites are located at Harakeke Street and about 30 metres 
west of the Straven Road/Clarence Street intersection and the 
Division Street intersection. A collector main located east of Division 
Street would start to be replaced at the end of April. Timber fences 
advertising shops in each zone have been placed around the sites, 
where crews are working in the middle of the road. Traffic has 
continued to flow in both directions on either side of the road.

Teams began preparing sites for wastewater replacement at the 
beginning of April, with dewatering of the area to nearby storm-
water drains and undertaking potholing to locate services.
This activity followed water-main and sub-main replacement 
through the road and footpaths on Riccarton Road, which began in 
early March and was now complete in most parts. 
Small areas of water-main replacement have been delayed to 
accommodate stakeholder needs or to align with wastewater 
replacement to reduce traffic impacts.

Fulton Hogan’s Project Manager has advised that regular meetings 
are being held to allow the public to discuss the project and ask 
questions. Very cheerily he has said: “Come along for a coffee and 
a chat – we are more than happy to answer any questions”.
If you would like to know when further information sessions will 
be held, please email: cant.info@fultonhogan.com with the subject  
line: “Riccarton Road information sessions”.

Stevenson team joins the 
Fulton Hogan family  

In November 2018 we welcomed 178 new staff into the 
Fulton Hogan family, following the purchase of Stevenson 
Construction Materials Ltd and Stevenson Properties. 

With 100 years in business, the Stevenson Group is similar to 
Fulton Hogan, with both companies starting from small family 
beginnings and sharing vertically integrated business models.  

The purchase included Stevenson’s Drury Quarry along with 
their four concrete plants, transport and laboratory businesses. 

Following the acquisition two new subsidiaries – Stevenson 
Aggregates Ltd and Stevenson Concrete Ltd – were formed 
and will continue to trade under the Stevenson brand. 

“The company has a strong local reputation so we are 
continuing to operate under the Stevenson brand, as a 
division of Fulton Hogan. The subsidiaries will report to a new 
board of directors led by our Managing Director Cos Bruyn,” 
says New Zealand Chief Executive Graeme Johnson.  

“It’s great having new staff join our team and we look forward 
to helping them with further integration over the coming 
months.” 

A structured health and safety programme has been 
developed for implementation during the second half of the 
2018/19 financial year, with integration of the Fulton Hogan 
business systems into both companies a priority over the 
next six months. 

Wastewater replacement 
starts on Riccarton Road 


