
From a corporate business 
perspective this could mean: 
A good neighbour will be those 
who are respectful, friendly, and 
helpful. The first quality that good 
neighbours should have is to be 
respectful. Respect is the most 
important aspect of being a good 
neighbour. Neighbours should 
respect each others space and 
privacy in order to live in a peaceful 
environment.
How could a Fulton Hogan quarry 
be a good neighbour? It might look 
something like this, particularly 
in relation to the Roydon quarry 
transportation management and 
routing plan. The items that would 
be addressed would relate to where 
heavy vehicles would travel once 
they left the quarry. This could 
consist off:  1. Route restrictions  2. 
A formal induction process for all 
drivers 3. Codes of Practice for all 
drivers 4. Signage 5. Monitoring 6. 
Driver behaviour. All Fulton Hogan 
staff and all contractors visiting 
Roydon quarry would undergo a site 
specific induction, provided for in the 
routing plan. Also included would be 
details about the induction process 
and the driver code of practice 
that will form part of the induction 
process and a commitment by all 
drivers using Roydon quarry that 
they would adhere to the induction 
process and the driver code of 
practice. The plan will also address 
among other things, route restrictions, 

engine breaking restrictions, site 
speed limits, safe driving practices 
and site operating hours. In addition, 
any driver that has not been through 
the induction process would not be 
allowed to enter the Roydon quarry. 
The fulfilment of the plan would be 
controlled at the quarry entrance 
by a driver identification system, a 
barrier arm, and signage. The driver 
identification system will be used to 

identify any non-inducted drivers. If 
a non-inducted driver arrives at the 
entrance to the barrier arm, they will 
be prevented from accessing the site. 
There will also be a flashing neon 
sign that will tell the driver to pull 
over into the lay-by area and wait 
for further instructions from Fulton 
Hogan staff.  Regular monitoring 
of driver behaviour will take place, 
primarily through GPS tracking 
systems for Fulton Hogan drivers 
and also by acting upon feedback 
from the public, which will result 
in a revision of the routing plan. 
This review includes provision for 

recording and monitoring traffic to 
allow Fulton Hogan to observe all 
traffic movement into and out of their 
site and consider action for any non-
compliance or complaints. 
The routing plan shows that Fulton 
Hogan will record the dates and 
times that quarry trucks have been 
required to travel to the Templeton 
urban area, allowing any complaints 
about trucks in the Templeton urban 

area to be 
investigated 
and 
addressed. 
CCTV cameras 
will keep 
watch at 
specified 
locations, 
along with 
traffic surveys 
to collect data 

for further analysis along with video 
recordings of traffic movements for 
independent verification. 
Should a driver not comply with the 
requirements of the routing plan 
there will be various options open 
to Fulton Hogan; for instance if it is a 
Fulton Hogan employee and they are 
non-complying then Fulton Hogan 
will follow its usual employment 
procedures, normally this would 
entail investigation and may result 
in the employee being subject to 
disciplinary action. 
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Rehabilitated Quarries

We have previously reported on 
rehabilitated quarries and how they can 
become a unique community asset. There 
are several really good examples across 
New Zealand, located in various parts of 
the country. 

The question is often asked as to how arable 
the land is post quarrying. One such example 
of well developed land post quarrying is: 

Halswell Quarry Park 

Halswell Quarry history:
The quarry was first worked in the 1860’s 
and produced a fine and distinctive blue-
grey stone which can be seen in many of 
the Christchurch city’s prominent buildings 
including the Canterbury Museum, Provincial 
Council Chambers and the old Sydenham 
Post Office.

In 1865 a wooden tramline was built for 
eleven kilometres from the quarry to 
Spreydon, but it was abandoned eight years 
later. In 1890 the first crushing plant was 
installed and the crater you see today began 
to appear. Output from the quarry increased 
dramatically for a while, but by 1925 the 
quarry was almost bankrupt again.
Then the Christchurch City Council bought 
the quarry, restored its productivity and ran it 
successfully until 1990 when the reserves of 
usable rock were exhausted. Despite the high 
cost of carting rock to the city, the Halswell 

Quarry had a long life of 130 years and is 
believed to have been the oldest, continually 
operating quarry in Australasia.

The quarry is now a stunning reserve, with 
walking and 
cycle tracks 
and a fabulous 
dog “off the 
leash” area. It 
is extensively 
utilised during 
the week and 
weekends by 
many members 
of the local and 
wider Canterbury 
community. 

There are 
a number 
of great walking 
tracks throughout 
Halswell Quarry, 
some offer 
panoramic views 
of the Southern 
Alps or take 
you above the 
quarry while 
others meander 
through wetland. While in the park you 
can admire the Sister City Gardens, small 
collections showcasing six of Christchurch’s 
sister cities - Adelaide (South Australia), 

Christchurch (England), Gansu Province 
(China), Kurashiki (Japan), Seattle (USA), and 
Songpa-Gu (Korea). There are also  three 
permanent orienteering courses.

There are two mountain bike tracks that start 
from Halswell Quarry. The popular Kennedys 
Bush Track, shared with walkers, and 
the Kennedys Bush to Worsleys Track.



Old quarry outside 
Christchurch now an amazing 
wonderland garden

Another interesting use of old quarry land 
is in Yaldhurst right in the middle of used 
and disused quarries. On the 13th February 
2020, Stuff ran an article about a beautifully 
transformed piece of quarry land into a 
gorgeous wonderland garden. The link to the 
full story is on our website, but here are some 
excerpts and photos from that story.

“Look for the rusty gates”, advises owner Mel 
Haskell over the phone. And here they are in 
all their magnificence, welcomingly half open 
to the cream Springfield chip drive.
Macrocarpa and buxus hedges and windmill 
palms line each side of the drive, with two 
upright hornbeams signalling its end in front 
of the house – a terracotta-coloured, Chinese 
foo dog-guarded, Mediterranean-styled affair 
covered in Boston ivy and designed by Mel’s 
husband, Chris Allen.
Allen bought the 5000 square metres of 

quarry near West Melton on the outskirts of 
Christchurch 25 years ago. Four years later 
he started planting a perimeter macrocarpa 
hedge. Beech hedges followed and then he 
began planting around the pond in the quarry 
pit. 

Despite its great beauty and complexity, 
Allen says he did not have a grand vision 
for the garden, only that he wanted a show 
garden and that the film Much Ado About 
Nothing was an inspiration.
Surprisingly, he has never put pen to paper to 
plan it. Rather, the details were honed over 
many hours on a ride-on mower, cutting 
hectares of turf across Christchurch – a job he 
took on after he finished his apprenticeship 
at the Christchurch Botanic Gardens “40-ish” 
years ago.  “A lawnmower is good for sitting, 
thinking about things. I planned it in my head. 
I might see something, then get an idea and 
toss it around in my mind.”

Allen is able to take winters off from his day 
job to tackle the bulk of the gardening, which 
can take him up to six hours a day. This work 

includes pruning the legion of hedges and 
the six macrocarpa pyramids along the lawn, 
each measuring some 4m(ish) high. (Sadly, the 
macrocarpas have canker, a fungal disease, 
and are soon to be replaced with cherry 
laurel Prunus laurocerasus.)
Allen estimates that for the rest of the year he 
works about six hours a week in the garden. 
“There’s really only a bit of spot spraying 
of weeds in the paths [all of which are 
cream chip] and a bit of hand-weeding. We 
mulch an awful lot; that keeps the weeds to a 
minimum. We get woodchips by the truckload 
from a mate in the business and truckloads 
of rotted horse poo and sawdust which we 
spread around to rejuvenate the soil, then 
cover it with the woodchips.” Source: STUFF, Mary 
Lovell-Smith/NZ Gardener, Feb 13 2020

It is also worth while having a look at the 
Whangarei Quarry Gardens and Lake Challis 
Winery, both of which we have reported on 
previously. The links to those stories are on 
our website. 

WWW.FULTONHOGANQUARRIES.COM
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How do we measure dust and it’s impact?

This is obviously a very contentious question and one that 
is often difficult to answer but it does depend on how the 
measurement takes place.  For instance, comparing a quarry 
worker who is exposed for 8 to 10 hours of dust daily against a 
close neighbour who has limited exposure. 

We note this commentary below from Audrey Wagenaar, 
Environmental Scientist in her rebuttal evidence to the 
Commissioners in the consent hearings for the Roydon Quarry.

“Although it is true that residents are passively exposed 
on a continuous basis to constituents originating from an 
industrial facility relative to a worker who is typically only 
exposed during the workday - it does not necessarily mean 
that the dose, or cumulative dose the residents are exposed 
to is higher. The dose is dependent on the exposure duration 

but also the exposure concentration. In general, workers 
are exposed to much higher concentrations of constituents 
than residents in nearby locations. Air quality concentrations 
are usually much lower in residential areas than within the 
facility itself. 

It’s also important to understand that air quality criteria for 
protection of the general public are derived to account for 
chronic exposure and sensitive subpopulations e.g. specific 
adjustments are made on a chemical specific basis to account 
for these factors in the development of air quality criteria by 
regulatory agencies. The derivation of the air quality criteria 
applicable to the facility are described in detail including 
adjustments made to extrapolate from occupational to non-
occupational scenarios.”


