
If we’d been told, in January, the new 
decade would start with a test at 
least as big as the one that began 
the last decade, we’d have said “no 
way”. What could challenge us more 
than a series of earthquakes that 
took 185 lives, and that shook New 
Zealanders to our cores?

And what if we’d been told, less than 
a year after the mosque massacres, 
we’d again be facing something 
equally incomprehensible?

Each of these bolts-from-the-blue 
were invisible.  You can’t see tectonic 
plates move, a virus on a hand, or 
the mind of an extremist. The results, 
though, are there for all to see.

At the time of writing, COVID-19’s likely 
longer-term effects aren’t known.  In 
the meantime we’re feeling, keenly, 
the absence of something that was 
so important after the earthquakes 
and the mosque massacres.  Social 
distancing runs counter to our core 
instincts as humans - as vitally 
necessary as physical distancing is in 
defeating this coronavirus.

New Zealand-wide – in fact world-
wide – people were able to jump 
in and help after the earthquakes 
and massacre. Right now, physical 
distancing means it’s difficult for 
many to feel we’re able to help 
as much as we’d like. And that’s 
extremely hard.

As an essential service, I’m so proud 
of Fulton Hogan team members who 
are able to help keep our essential 
infrastructure – from water to roads 
– functioning. Their challenges are 
considerable as they run towards, 
rather than away from, threats. They 
are not on the absolute front-line like 
our incredibly brave and committed 
health professionals, but they are, in 
their own way, just as committed. It 
should also be said that infrastructure 
is a front-line of its own, because 
without it essential workers and 
services are unable to meet human 
needs.

One practical example is that of 
my executive assistant who had 
been ocean sailing from French 
Polynesia to Mexico. While at sea 
for 6 weeks, she was kept updated 
about COVID-19, but had absolutely 
no concept of the severity of the 
situation that awaited her once she 
hit dry land. The task was to get her 
on a plane as fast as possible out 
of Mexico via the USA and home to 
New Zealand before the final flight 
lockdown. She literally was on the 
last flight to land in NZ on the eve of 
the lockdown and then went straight 
into self-isolation for two weeks. 
What a thud to earth that was for her 
and then tackling the task of wage 
subsidy’s for Fulton Hogan South 
Island staff and what the frontline 
would look like for those staff. No 

time to reminisce over an adventure 
of a lifetime. 

At this extremely difficult time it’s 
vital we all mark and celebrate 
every opportunity we can – 
anything from the work of people 
in essential services, to a loved 
one who’s on the road to recovery 
to the dawn of a lovely autumn 
day. 

One development I’d like to mark 
is a sign that even in difficult times 
life goes on. It’s the approval of the 
Roydon quarry. The environment 
commissioners have been carefully 
considering the application over the 
last few months, to enable a new 
supply of much needed aggregate 
close to Christchurch. COVID-19 is 
obviously severely limiting demand 
for materials that support our 
infrastructure, but this will change.

It’s always been darkest before the 
dawn, and at the moment no-none 
knows exactly how far away that 
dawn may be. But when it comes – 
as it definitely will – the work that’s 
gone on through the ‘darkness’ will 
have set us all up for a brighter, if 
different, future.

Kia kaha 

Craig Stewart
South Island General Manager
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Residents suggested dog parks as a land use 
option during and post quarrying

An option for land use during and post quarrying is 
to create an adventure playground

Q’s
Quarry

Fresh thinking at the end of the line

Fulton Hogan Canterbury and Stahlton 
are teaming up on a high spec railway 
siding system for Lyttelton Port 
Company. 

Using the Dutch-developed Edilon Sedra 
embedded rail system and working with WSP 
Opus and subcontractors Form Four, a total 
of nine concrete bases of between 16 and 
18 tonnes are being laid to create the road 
crossing for their new 470 metre siding.

This siding will accommodate a full-length 
train and complement the existing siding 
that Fulton Hogan is also extending.  These 
additions will significantly increase container 
throughput and handle with ease the 
90-tonne (fully loaded) straddle carriers.

The design involves Stahlton embedding steel 
into the concrete rebates, and the railway 
tracks will be literally glued into the rebates. 
Steel plate dowels allow contraction and 
expansion between the individual concrete 
slabs.

Project Manager Richard Smith says the job is 
designed to match the length of the Midland 
Port (Rolleston) siding that Fulton Hogan 
Canterbury completed in 2016.  

The first train is due on the port’s new 
siding in May 2020.  The work is happening 
alongside the newly reclaimed 10ha area at 
the eastern end of the port, made with fill 
from the Christchurch earthquakes. Ultimately 
there will be 30ha of reclaimed land at the 
port’s eastern end.



An option for land use during and post quarrying is 
to create an adventure playground

South Island Quarrries & Associated Joint Ventures Quarries



Q’s
Quarry

Fulton Hogan says a very robust and 
thorough process has led to consent 
being granted for a new quarry 
near Templeton on the outskirts of 
Christchurch.

South Island General Manager Craig Stewart 
says experts and submitters on both sides, for 
and against the consent, were fully listened to 
and the company will carry on listening and 
engaging with the community.

“Fulton Hogan took on board what the 
community and its experts were saying 
throughout the consenting process 
and the consent’s conditions reflect 
a comprehensive assessment by the 
three commissioners.” 

Mr Stewart says the conditions minimise 
any impact on the local community and the 
environment, provide a process for ensuring 
all conditions are met, and a framework for 
continuing to engage via a Community Liaison 
Group as a good neighbor should. 

“We believe this is the best place for a 
quarry and we plan to earn the trust of 
the community by putting our plans into 
operation and delivering on the consent 
conditions.”

Mr Stewart says the goal was for the quarry 
to be a show-case for other quarry operations 
in New Zealand and will lead the way in 
terms of best practice and environmental 
sustainability.” 

He noted 
that 
with the 
COVID-19 
pandemic 
disrupting 
business 
and supply 
chains, the 
consent 
has wider 
implications 
for economic 
growth and stability in the region, through its 
establishment and construction and future 
supply of aggregates to projects.

Riccarton roadworks paused in the lead up to ChristmasRoydon Quarry consent approved 

Craig Stewart, Fulton Hogan 
South Island General Manager 


