
Fulton Hogan held the family-
orientated event Sunday 29 July at 
its Miners Road quarry in Yaldhurst, 
to introduce members of the 
community and the general public 
to the array of quarrying activities 
on site. Fulton Hogan South Island 
Resources and Sustainability 
Manager Don Chittock said despite 
the bouts of rain, more than 500 
people showed up from Yaldhurst, 
Prebbleton, Templeton, Darfield and 
Christchurch to attend the event.
Nine bus tours took about 360 
people through the site during the 
day, where children squished their 
teeny noses against the glass and 
pointed at misters and conveyer belts 
as they were driven past them.
“(People) really enjoyed seeing inside 
a quarry,” said Chittock, “they did not 
realise so much happens behind the 
bund and the line of trees.”
Naturally, the wet weather demanded 
hot food. Hordes of people lined 
up to pile their palms high with 
sausages, bacon butties and lentil 

rolls, cooked for a fundraiser by 
Yaldhurst School.
For the parents who had any free 
hands, a well-deserved hit of 
caffeine was dished out. True to 
Fulton Hogan style, the Kiwiana 
flat whites were among the most 
popular. 
In exchange for the food and drinks, 
Fulton Hogan asked for a gold 
coin donation to raise money for 
Christchurch charity Riding for the 
Disabled. Over $1,300 was raised on 
the day.
A recreation and information area 
was also set up for the wandering 
crowd. Kids let their energy loose in 
the gymnastics tent, cartwheeling 
and doing wonky handstands. After 
a short stint in the face painting tent, 
fairies, lions, cats and dogs emerged 
from the throng to dance back and 
forth on three plump bouncy castles.
Eyes were glued to the screens 
of a car driving simulator and 
excavator simulator. People hauled 
virtual loads of soil up from the 

ground and dumped them into an 
ever-growing dirt pile. The crowd 
milled through a loader on display. 
Also on show was a brand new 
Mack truck, a transporter, a mill, a 
Green Fuels tanker and car and an 
electric car. The Green Fuels car was 
parked beside the environmental 
tent, which described just some 
of the sustainable initiatives Fulton 
Hogan prides itself on, such as: the 
cold asphalt EZ Street made from 
bio diesel; Green Fuels—a fuel 
made from used vegetable oil and 
PlastiPhalt, an asphalt made with 
used plastic oil containers. 
For those who wanted more 
information on the proposed Roydon 
Quarry, an information tent was set 
up to detail how the quarry would 
operate if consent was granted.
To add a cherry on top of a sweet 
as day out at the quarry, Mr Whippy 
drove up ringing his familiar, high-
pitched bell that kids and adults alike 
so love. 
Ice cream? Yes please!
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People living near quarries in Yaldhurst near 
Christchurch are now confirmed as having no 
reason to fear being exposed to dust that can 
cause the dangerous lung disease of silicosis, 
says the National Health and Safety Council 
for the mining and quarrying sector, MinEx.

The Aggregate and Quarry Association 
says the results of the combined ECan, CCC 
and CDHB Yaldhurst area wide testing near 
Canterbury quarries shows dust issues can 
largely be managed within existing resource 
consents. 
MinEx CEO Wayne Scott says the combined 
agency testing near quarries that were at 
the centre of silicosis claims, now confirm 
no evidence that the active cause of silicosis 
– Respirable Crystalline Silica – is present 
at levels that would cause any harm. New 
Zealand’s limit on RCS is 0.1mg per cubic 
metre, among the world’s lowest.
“If there’s any risk of RCS exposure it’s to 
quarry workers, not neighbours, who most 
often are at least 100 metres from a quarry 
face, with a huge amount of air space 
between them. MinEx continues working with 
quarries and WorkSafe to reduce any risk to 
quarry workers,” says Mr Scott. 

 “It needs to be understood that all dust is 
recorded. This includes diesel particulates, 
and dust from roads, farms and riverbanks – 
not just dust created by quarries.”  
“That said, while many quarries have good 
dust management in place, all operators 
need to continue to lift their game, because 
any dust that emerges from a quarry – as 
from any farming or earthmoving operation – 
is annoying to close neighbours.”
Mr Scott says Canterbury quarries are 
currently working on a voluntary Code 
of Practice that will provide councils and 
residents with reassurance that issues such 
as nuisance dust can continue to be properly 
managed.
The Aggregate and Quarry Association (AQA) 
welcomes the Canterbury dust test results.
“We’ve had a lot of claims made about dust, 
and now we have the facts. Most of our 
members work hard to meet dust limits set 
by councils as part of a resource consent, 
along with controls on noise and traffic 
movements.”
 “These results show dust can be managed 
under existing planning law. If quarries were 
pushed well into the rural hinterland, that 
would increase the cost of every home, 

building and road, because the big cost in 
quarrying is transport. 
“Christchurch alone needs to set aside the 
equivalent of 27 rugby fields (27 hectares) 
every year, just to keep up with demand. 
Sources of aggregate need to be kept 
close to what’s being built or costs escalate 
markedly.”
The AQA says from next year onwards, 
national supplies of aggregate will begin 
to be exceeded by demand, amid ongoing 
issues to get new quarries or extensions 
consented.
“The AQA would like to engage with the new 
Government, as it commences its home 
building and transport programmes, to ensure 
a continued supply, at reasonable cost, of 
the very foundation of the New Zealand 
economy.”
 “On the back of these monitoring results, 
our industry also wants to engage with 
Canterbury councils, so we can discuss 
how we can work together to ensure dust, 
noise and transport issues from quarries are 
framed and managed under appropriate 
management practices, and ultimately 
resource consents.”

New recreation area added to 
Lyttleton seafront 
A new Lyttelton marina opened to the public in May 
this year, adding a significant recreational asset to the 
small seaside community’s waterfront.

Lyttelton Port Company contracted Fulton Hogan to start 
work on the landside components of the Te Ana Marina 
in June of last year. The town’s previous marina was 
destroyed in a storm in 2000.

Fulton Hogan Projects Operations Manager Scott 
Davison said the project was significant from a public 
perspective as people would now have waterfront 
access to the inner harbour. 

Quarry Dust

Q’s National Health & Safety Council for the 
New Zealand Mining & Quarry Sector:
No silicosis risks and good dust 
management now shown
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work on the landside components of the Te Ana Marina 
in June of last year. The town’s previous marina was 
destroyed in a storm in 2000.

Fulton Hogan Projects Operations Manager Scott 
Davison said the project was significant from a public 
perspective as people would now have waterfront 
access to the inner harbour. 

“It’s an awesome looking finished product, so it’s a 
credit to the Lyttelton Port Company for investing that 
into a public space,” he said.

As Te Ana was close to the sea, environmental controls 
were significant to the project. Bunds were used to 
stop waste from entering the ocean and run off was 
captured by the bunds’ filter socks.

“We also had a silk curtain in place to catch any debris 
or any silt generating during rock revetment works. This 
ensures sediment is captured and settles instead of 
going out to sea,” said Davison.

The marina was built with a mixture of modern and 
rustic, recycled materials. Its seats were fashioned from 
old wharf beams and vertical poles dotted around the 
marina came from old marina piles. 

A raised structure in the middle of the marina 
represented a waka being lead down to sea, using 
steps at the base of the waka to signify this, Davison 
said.
Te Ana boasted free parking, a new marina office, 
washrooms, and a commercial precinct which was yet 
to be leased out, along with a history wall, seats, tables 
and a wooden play area.

The marina was the first stage of the Lyttelton Port 
Company’s wider regeneration plan to increase 
amenities and public access to the area, following 
support during consultations with the local community.

“I would like to give recognition to the team for all their 
hard work. They put in a huge effort,” said Davison.

Key Messages from 
Fulton Hogan

Fulton Hogan welcomes the findings on 
the joint ECan, CCC and CDHB report on 
crystalline respirable silica dust levels in 
the Yaldhurst Quarry zone.

This report supports that this is an 
environmental issue not a public health 
issue.

Fulton Hogan remains committed to 
the safety and wellbeing of our quarry 
staff and neighbouring communities. 
In conjunction with other major quarry 
companies and councils in Christchurch, 
we are establishing a quarry industry 
Code of Practice that sets expectations 
on agreed industry standard and best 
site management practices.

Right: Fulton Hogan’s Don Chittock helps out 
at the Yaldhurst School sausage sizzle at the 

Family Day. 

Quarry Drop Inn Centre NOW OPEN
A drop-in centre is now open at the former 
Roydon Lodge site providing an opportunity 
to talk to a Fulton Hogan representative.
Address: 220 Jones Road, Christchurch

Phone: 03 357 1400
Opening times: Monday: 9.00am – 11.00am, 
Thursday: 5.00pm – 7.00pm, Sunday: 
10.00am – 12.00pm



Following months of hard work from the Fulton Hogan team, it was 
time to crank out the barbeque and celebrate the completion of the 
second section of the Rapanui to Shag Rock Cycleway.

Last month, the Christchurch City Council hosted the official public 
opening of stage two of the city to Sumner cycleway. Stage two 
consists of a shared pathway on Linwood Avenue between Chelsea 
Street and Dyers Road. Chair of the Infrastructure, Transport and 
Environment Committee City Councillor Pauline Cotter formally opened 
the cycleway. “It’s just going to be a fantastic project once it’s finished,” 
she said. “The more people who cycle, the safer cycling is.”
Work on the pathway designed for cyclists and pedestrians began in 
January and was completed in July. 

The shared pathway was made up of a kilometre of porous pavers 
and one and a half kilometres of asphalt. It passed through a centre 
median on Linwood Avenue lined with old elm trees.
The project also included the upgrades of three signalised 
intersections, an earth retaining wall and embankment, three 

pedestrian islands, storm water drainage, kerb and channel and 
landscaping works. 

Over 130 predominantly native trees were planted. Native plants and 
grasses were also planted around the shared path.

Over 2000 daffodils were planted in addition to the iconic daffodils 
already present in the Linwood area. 

This cycle route was one of 13 major cycle routes the Christchurch City 
Council has planned for construction throughout Christchurch over a 
seven year period.   
  
The second stage joined onto stage one at Rugby Park . Stage three 
would eventually link through to Shag Rock, near Redcliffs.

Cycleway through Linwood 
officially opens

New Brighton Pier gets 
stronger legs

The completion of the New Brighton Pier’s repair marks the end 
of a complex project, requiring workers to fix its 17 columns 
underneath both sand and sea in watertight chambers.The 
Christchurch pier opened to the public in May after 16 months of 
repair work on the columns, which were damaged in the 2010 
and 2011 earthquakes.

Fulton Hogan started the repairs for the Christchurch City Council 
in February 2017 and finished within budget. Fulton Hogan Project 
Manager Hayden Sturzaker said the team worked from scaffolds 
to assemble the two and a half tonne watertight chambers 
(caissons), and lowered them into the sea bed using an 18 tonne 
excavator. High pressure pumps fluidised the seabed and allowed 
the caissons to settle to the correct depth below the sand. The 
deepest caisson was six metres below the seabed. Sturzaker said 
the council, key subcontractors and key consultants were involved 
in design concerns and they collaboratively formed a safety plan. 

“It gave the client confidence that we weren’t going to hurt 
anyone and would maintain the integrity of the pier’s structure, as 
the client was aware of all the risks.”

Weekly meetings were scheduled with all parties to discuss issues 
and keep everyone up-to-date. Staff were also trained for site-
specific heights and confined spaces. “Everyone was so reliant 
on one another to ensure their safety and they all had to get 
along, because they were working in such close proximity,” said 
Sturzaker. Faced with unpredictable weather, ex-tropical Cyclone 
Gita and Cyclone Fehi struck the city at the start of this year and 
pushed back works by two months.

Sturzaker said he had some “sleepless nights” worrying about 
temporary works on site during these times, but the team 
prepared as best as they could. Despite some challenges along 
the way, Sturzaker said the difficulty of the project was also the 
“joy” of it .

“That’s what engineering’s all about—problem solving,” he said.


